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ADMISSION

In the Rescue Centre signals are received on a daily 
basis. Most of them are in relation to our activi-
ties, however, with the increase of the popularity of 
the Centre, we are receiving more and more signals 
about various nature conservation issues – fires, de-
forestation and many others. Our team is aiming to 
give useful advice to anyone who turns to us!

OUR WORK IN 2018
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1547 in total are the animals admitted in the Centre 
in 2018. Included are animals taken in for rehabilita-
tion, quarantine, and the ones hatched in our aviar-
ies. For the most part these are animals with a high 
conservation status.

Dear colleagues, partners and volunteers, 

Your mission – to preserve the wholeness of nature, to keep the balance and harmony, is a higher 
manifestation of charity. 

The Vocational High School of Veterinary Medicine ‘Ivan Pavlov’ has always been an institution 
sympathetic to the acts of humanism and care for the world surrounding us. 

Our decade-long partnership with Green Balkans is testimonial to the fact that our common 
goal – to train the young and able people, is successfully and constructively realised in a joint, 
profoundly meaningful project. Numerous of our graduates start their career development by 
volunteering with you. The practical aspects of the job and the pleasure of working for a just 
cause is what draws them to the responsible act of protecting the wild animals at risk. And every 
good cause deserves to be helped and supported! That is why Green Balkans have been welcome 
in the high school for the past three decades.We see this partnership as a natural opportunity for 
the young students to come into contact with a real profession and its values – the synergy with 

living nature. The benefits from the years of effort and perseverance are undeniable! I am sincerely happy for your 
successes and realised achievements! 

I wish for you the enthusiasm with which you work to only be increasing, and let this inspiration be an example and 
a drive for the young people. I believe that you will be seeing the understanding of the community and support from 
institutions more and more. We are with you in this!

D-r Kamen Yabalkarov
Manager of Vocational High School of Veterinary Medicine – Stara Zagora

Теxt: Hristina Klisurova; Translation: Yana Andonova; Photos: Dobidi Photography – Dobromira Dimitrova-Hristova,
 GREEN BALKANS Archive; Concept: Tanio Markov; Printed by NEO Art – Silistra;

GREEN BALKANS – Stara Zagora NGO © 2019
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Received animals from all over the country – by sites of finding

The Centre’s peak season for admitting patients is 
during the summer months, as it is connected to 
the advent of animals’ offspring. In 2018 the most 
help we’ve gotten in taking in patients in the Cen-
tre is from various individuals, private entities.

Dynamics of patient flow by months

Summary of the results of the activity of the Rescue Centre 
for the period 1992–2018

Received animals from all over the country 
– by MoEW territorial division

As Green Balkans’ Wildlife Rehabilitation and Breed-
ing Centre continues to be leading in the field, we 
are admitting patients from all over the country.

Animals, sent by various institutions 
and private entities
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Considering the high admittance in the spring-sum-
mer season, a large number of the taken in animals 
are in satisfactory condition!

Patients’ state and condition

Number of patients by 
reason for admittance

TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION

The veterinary care is still the leading activity of the 
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Breeding Centre. For this 
reason, half the team of the Centre is comprised 
of veterinary physicians, veterinary technicians and 
Veterinary Medicine students. However, the role of 
the veterinary specialists is not restricted solely to 
treatment and rehabilitation. They are in charge of 
looking after the young animals, they’re doing pro-
filactic exams, autopsies, and also are training the 
future veterinary specialists in the field of medicine 
for wildlife animals. 

In 2018 the Wildlife Rehabilitation and Breeding 
Centre became a home for 465 wild baby orphans, 
268 from which were successfully raised and re-
leased back in the wild.

Patients by type of medication

Foster parenting – the placing of wild orphaned 
birds in pairs’ nests in the Rescue Centre, has prov-
en to be a good practice. It’s scope even goes be-
yond the boundaries of the Centre when needed 
– pairs of foster parents are picked out from wild as 
well – sparrows, tits and owls, amongst others.

BREEDING PROGRAMME

Another part of the Centre’s activities is the 
breeding programme, part of which are 4 species 
of Vultures, Barn Owls, Little Owls, Common and 
Lesser Kestrels, Saker Falcons, and Eastern Impe-

rial Eagles, which, besides looking after their own 
hatchlings, are also being foster parents to many 
of the young ones admitted in the Centre. The 
Imperial Eagle pare lay 2 eggs, witch unfortunate-
ly were infertile. In 2018, we had 105 hatchlings, 
of which 87 were released in the wild.
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RESULTS OF THE ACTIVITIES OF 
THE WRBC IN 2018

Of the 1547 admitted or hatched in the Centre ani-
mals in 2018, 875 were released back into the wild, 
as of course the locations were specifically chosen 
for each species. The Bearded Vulture chick, hatched 
in the Centre, even crossed the boundaries of the 
country and was released in Andalusia, Spain.

LETHAL
33,4%

TRANSFERRED 1,5%

RELEASED

56,6%

EUTHANASIA 6,4%AVIARY KEEPING 2,2%

Release sites in 2018

Patients by treatment outcome 2018
REINTRODUCTION PROGRAMMES

Lesser Kestrel

The 25 Lesser Kestrel pairs in the Centre had 47 
chicks. Most of them were released in the area of 
the Rescue Centre via a specialised adaptation avi-
ary. The rest of the young birds were released in 
Levka village in Sakar Protected area, through the 
adaptation module for the ‘Lesser Kestrel Recovery’ 
project, LIFE11 NAT/BG/360.

Saker Falcon

There were 10 pair in the breeding stock in 2018, 
six of them laid 29 eggs in total and seven chicks 
successfully hatched. We released six of them in 
adaptation aviaries in the suburbs of Malko Kadi-
evo village, Stara Zagora. It’s the largest number 
of eggs we have had since the beginning of the 
program, but unfortunately 22 of them were frost-
ed due to the severe (almost winter weather) in 
April.

Vultures

As part of the ‘Bright Future for the Black Vulture’ 
project, LIFE14 NAT/BG/649, The Wildlife Rehabili-
tation and Breeding Centre was designated as a 
place for quarantine, which 17 Black Vultures passed 
through, and a total of 11 Griffon Vultures were ad-
mitted for various reasons – for quarantine, treat-
ment or were designated for aviary rearing. The 
Black vulture pair in the Center laid an egg, which 
unfortunately was infertile and the Griffon vulture 
pair fostered an egg of a wild pair from Kresna gorge.

Egyptian Vulture

Since the summer of 2017 Green Balkans is part of 
the ‘New Hope for the Egyptian Vulture’ project, 
partnering 14 other countries on the route of 
the Egyptian Vulture migration. In 2018 we were 
proud to have the first hatched Egyptian Vulture 
chick in our Centre!

Release sites in 2018
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CAMPAIGNS

Over 4 000 kids and students visited the Centre in 
2018. Our team, on the other hand, took part in 
over 40 events, visited kindergardens, schools and 
universities, where we presented our activities. In 
addition, we had a number of official visits from rep-
resentatives of the local and national authorities, of 
ministries, and of national and international part-
ners of Green Balkans. Amongst our visitors were 
the ambassadors in Bulgaria of the USA and of Swit-
zerland.

In 2018 the donation campaign of the Wildlife Reha-
bilitation and Breeding Centre continued. We thank 
everyone, who believed in us and helped us!

VOLUNTEERING

Volunteering has always been the driving force of 
the Rescue Centre. The volunteers are not only 
bringing colour in the everyday activities, but are 
also inspiration and a motivation for our team. For 
all this we thank them!

Alian Valchev, Petar Petrov, Militza Ivanova, Vili 
Manolova, Bozhidar Dzhapunov, Daniel Hristov, 
Tzvetan Terziiski, Dimitar Ivanov, Toshko Todor-
ov, Georgi Zhelev, Kristina Nikolova, Yana An-
donova, Trayan Vasilev, Stanislav Aleksov, Iliyan 
Ivanov, Roslan Marinov, Stilyana Cherneva, Evge-
ni Petrov, Simeon Petrov, David Valchev, Steliana 
Stamova, Iva-Maria Krasteva, Borislava Petrova, 
Maria Dimitrova, Prof. Galina Simeonova, Prof, 
Tsvetan Chaprazov, Prof. Zvezdelina Kirkova, 
Neli Grigorova, Dr. Lyubka Kapanova, Dr. Manov 
Karadaev, Dr. Koycho Koev, Valo Valov, Tatyana 

Krastanova, Kornelia Hristova, Stilian Atanasov, 
Ivanela Ivanova, Stefan Peev, Desislava Velikova, 
Sofia Derilova, Lili Ivanova, Zornitsa Hristova, 
Galya Ivanova, Merian Stoykova, Iva Peycheva, 
Aleksandrina Aleksandrova, Ralitsa Kandilova, 
Atanas Kandilov, Dimitar Ivanov, Elizabet Feri, 
Ivona Hristova, Antoniy Gochev, Donka Boneva, 
Zlatista Petrova, Sanya Ilieva, Tereza Toncheva, 
Mihaela Smilenova, Viktor Stoyanov, Zhanet Do-
bcheva, Bozhidara Ivanova, Yavor Ivanov, Gabri-
ela Maneva, Martin Slavchev, Milena Bahchevik-
ova, Valentina Hristova, Dimitar Dimitrov, Martin 
Ivanov and two Scout groups with young people 
from Belgium and France were part of our team 
in the summer.

TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

In 2018, as in the previous year, the Centre was 
partnering with the Ministry of Education and Sci-
ence on project ‘Students and graduates’ practical 
training’. During the time of our participation in 

it, over 70 students, most of them from Trakia Uni-
versity in Stara Zagora, went through their practi-
cal training. In addition, in the summer we had 
students from Vocational High School of Veterinary 
Medicine ‘Ivan Pavlov’ for training in the Centre, 
as well Veterinary Medicine students doing their 
internships in the Centre’s clinic. 

FACILITIES, CONSTRUCTION AND 
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE

The different facilities in the Centre all need taking 
care of and maintenance – the adaptation aviar-
ies, specialised rooms, cages… 65 in total are only 
the aviaries, 9 are the adaptation aviaries (hacks) 

for releasing small birds in our Centre, and 4 are 
outside its premises. We have 17 different rooms 
for servicing the centre, 2 pools, 23 nest boxes for 
Lesser Kestrels, and we have 14 acres of yard for the 
two bases. More than 200 are the CCTV cameras, 
mounted and maintained by our team.
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MEDIA ABOUT US

In 2018 we were present in more than 100 articles, 
reportages and news in various local and national, 
online and printed editions.

FUNDING
Incomes received at 
the Rescue Center 
in 2018: BGN/€: : 
397 495,89 BGN/203 322,71 €

Costs incurred by 
the Rescue Center in 2018

ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE BEYOND 
ITS PREMISES

Besides the work in the Centre our team is also in-
volved in various field work activities, such as con-
structing adaptation aviaries and bird monitorings. 
We are also proud that in 2018 the ordeal with the 
two confiscated Bonelli’s eagles in Vidin in 2010, 
finally ended successfully. The illegally traded birds 
were sent in the Centre of our friends of GREFA, 
Spain and that was their first step to freedom!

CONTRIBUTORS

We thank everyone who helped us and the injured 
wild animals by contributing financially.

DRIYMIKS Ltd., ContourGlobal, Pavel Kunchev 
of TimeHeroes Foundation, Anke Bentler, Britta 
Kohl, Benjamin Henrich, Dennis Lübker, Ewa 
Głogowska, Hella Reiter, Grit Silcher, Holger Falck, 
Ines Müller, Jutta Sötje, Marianne Sjørslev, Mar-
ion Gorzny, Melanie Preis, Monika Baumgartl, 
Monika Büchel, Patricia Waechter, Patricia Weber 
de Vaca, Pieter Dijk, Raffaella Valmassoni, Re-

gina Kolls, Sabine Dahlhaus, Sabine Gotzes, Sas-
cha Lerbs, Siglinde Sadlowski, Verena Matthes, 
Yaron Malkowsky, Anka Radeva Balkan, Bilyana 
Mircheva, Bozhidar Aleksandrov, Valeri Vasilev, 
Veronika Statkova, Georgi Krasimirov, Gospodin 
Gospodinov, Evdokia Zhekova, Ivan Todorov, Lili 
Mancheva, Lyudmila Atanasova, Nikolay Delchev, 
Plamen Zantov, Steliana Stoyanova, Tihomir Kos-
tadinov, Todor Anev, Tsvetelina Kamova, Yuliana 
Georgieva, and the ContourGlobal Maritsa East 3 
employees.
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DONORS AND PARTNERS
We thank all of our friends and partners who helped us in 2018!

Ministry of Environment and Water 
(MOEW)
EMEPA

Trakia University – Stara Zagora

Vocational High School of 
Veterinary Medicine – Stara Zagora

Bulgarian Charities Aid Foundation

LIFE+ financial instrument of the 
European Community (EU)

NATURA 2000 network

EuroNatur – Germany

Vulture Conservation Foundation 
(VCF)

Praha Minicipality

Zoo Praha

‘Students and graduates’ practical 
training’ project
Ministry of Education and Science

Toner Stream 

ContourGlobal

Insurance JSC ARMEEC

CLIMA – D Ltd.

Stichting Wildlife
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