
CEEweb for Biodiversity 
Széher út 40. 1021 Budapest, Hungary 
Phone: +36 1 398 0135 
Fax: +36 1 398 0136 
ceeweb@ceeweb.org 
www.ceeweb.org 

 

Minister Nona Ivanova Karadjova 
Ministry of Environment and Water 
22 Maria Louiza Blvd. 
Sofia, 1000 
Bulgaria 
 
Re: Devetaki Cave 

08 December, 2011 

Dear Minister,  

 

CEEweb for Biodiversity is a network of 70 NGOs in the Central and East European region working for 

the conservation of biodiversity and seriously concerned about cases of damaging the regional natural 

heritage. 

 

In November 2011 the CEEweb members in Bulgaria introduced to us a very disturbing case of negative 

impact on one of the most significant caves for bats in Europe and Bulgaria. The case concerns the 

Devetaki Cave, a part of the European environmental network, a unique natural phenomenon and a 

protected area according to your own national legislation. Our information claims significant levels of 

disturbance to the wintering bat colonies, due to the filming of the Expendables II Hollywood 

production in the cave.  

 

We studied in detail the information presented by our colleagues and chiropterologists on the response 

of the relevant authorities to the negative impact on the bats.  

 

We consider the case very concerning due to the major significance of the cave, its international 

conservation status and the fact that such activities have been allowed by the Bulgarian institutions.  

 

Being an organization working for nature conservation on a European level we would like to request 

additional information on the case, the negative impact on the bats and the measures you have 

undertaken in order to prevent the occurrence of similar precedents in the future.  

 

Thank you for your kind consideration in advance. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Klára Hajdu 

General Secretary 

CEEweb for Biodiversity is a network of non-governmental organizations in the Central 
and Eastern European region. Our mission is the conservation of biodiversity through the 

promotion of sustainable development. 


